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Chapter 3

The Enslavement of Africans

in Britain’s American Colonies

A slave auction in 15th cntury New York, a major cntr of
the slave trade in colonial Ameria.

A‘f\ncanx contributed to the population of the developing American colonies.
Ithough the first blacks brought to Virginia in 1619 were forcibly removed
from West Africa, the English colonists probably did not view them as slaves;
slavery did not exist in the laws of the colonies prior to the 1660s. Thus the fate of
blacks brought to the colonies before that decade varied. Some, like white ser-
vants, eventually gained their freedom and obtained land and even servants of
their own. Others spent senvitude. B nning

decade of the 16605 a
throughout the col

Chesapeake colonies sou
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Chapter 3. The Entament of Africas in ritain's Aerian Colois

In the essay that follows, historian Jon Butler traces the evolution of slavery.
xplains th r<asons for s witul dplacernent of it Indentured setude n
the southern colonies, and describes in detail the experiences of the Africans
from capture in their native lands, o the horrors of their sea voyage to America,
and finally to their existence under what he terms the “increasingly authoritarian
institution” of slavery. With whites and Native Americans far outnumbering
blacks in the American colones during most of the seventeenth century, how
does the author account for the decision to turn to Afica for the supply of fabor-
ers and to slavery as the system of work-force control? The essay escribes the
gradual emergence of a sense of community among African Americans during
the eighteenth century. What do you consider to be the most significant mani-
festations of their communal life?
s the essay makes clear, slavery was by no means restricted to the South. In
New York City, a major center of the slave trade, nearly half of its citizens owned
slaves. As you read the frst document, a 1731 New York law regulating the move-
ment of slaves at night, be aware of the fact that the city had experienced a major
slave rebellon in 1712 that began with arson and ended with the execution of
twenty-three slaves. Then consider the role played by fear in encouraging the pas-
sage of laws such as this as well as the brutality often associated with slave owning.
Probably slavery's most brutal aspect was the slave trade, which included cap-
ture and forced removal to ports in Afrca, the sea journey across the Atantic, and
finally sale in the slave markets of America. Undoubedly, the cruelest segment of
that three-part horror story took place on the slave ships during the transatlantic
voyage, termed the Middle Passage. The second document is from an account by
Englishman Alexander Falconbridge of the conditions he witnessed as a ship's
doctoraboard slave ships in the 1780s.In what ways did some of the Africans, under
the most hopeless conditions, sill manage to offer resistance to their captors?

ESSAY

The Evolution of Slavery in Colonial America
Jon Butler
The history of Africans in America differs dramatically from the history of
Europeans in America. Where the African experience in America centered

on themes of capture, enslavement, and coercion, the history of Europeans
in America centered on themes of choice, profit, and considerable freedom.





image22.jpeg
st and seldom paral-
e America powerhully
avury colonics

Tead cach ihe. Yo Ao an thei xperc
interseced th decline of the Indian population and (he
Englich immigrants fo America to recast the se
and become e AmeranWure, e i the s
ey e et . Tre
it meant ownership of other human beings. They knew it gave owners un-
trammeled power o buy sell, and compel labor from the enslaved and to
oven thei offspring. As the cighteenth century progressed, they tightened
Saveholding and treated bonded men and women with ever greater sever.
ity They consistenly corralled Africans’ behavior and wrung from them
every concetvable advantage oflbor and creaiviy,often through unimag;
inable mental and physica crelty. The principal impetus fox ths acton
was simple: profit. Slaveholding attracted European colonists intent on real
i the cream that rought them to America even when it subjected oth-
ers to horrific suffering, ! "
A Iate as 1680 the English maifland colonies knew few Africans an
little slavery. In the Chesapeake colonies of Maryland and Virginia,
Africans accounted for only 5 percent of the population in 1680, and English
indentured servants comprised more than 90 percent of the hired labor
force. Between 1650 and 1680 the minor slavery that existed in the Chesa-
peake remained loose and relatively informal. Its legal articulation was
sparse, and ifs social leakage substantial. The Maryland and Virginia legis-
latures passed fow laws enunciating 2 comprehensive slave “code” before
1690, and from the 1650s into the 1680s, surprising numbers of Africans
lived as free residents, completing labor terms more akin to those of inden-
tured servants, after which they were freed by their owners. Some free
Africans farmed land they owned, and a few, like Anthony Johnson of
Accomack County, Virginia, owned African slaves themselves. Yet by 1700
the free Africans had disappeared—fled or been reenslaved, no one
knows—probably because the English settlers’ sudden turn to extensive
slaveholding after 1680 made them a threat, a preview of the ways that in-
creased slaveholding would transform seventeenth-century colonial society
almost beyond recognition.

Why the rush to slaveholding after 16802 Complex causes created the
change. First, the supply of British and continental European indentured
servants declined as the colonial demand for labor continued and acceler-

ated, especially after 1680. English officials complained less about over-
crowding at home,

i and rumors of mistreatment of indentured servants in
America abounded. As a result,the immigration of servants from England
1o America declined in the last quarter of the seventeenth century and failed
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‘Second, Western perceptions of
ask few, If any, questions about the

t with a P
“glaves” began a trade that
World demand
incidental cap-

uropean

African culture induced Europeans to
Jegal and moral basis of their own be-
Pt Eaantars had long labeled Africans as foreign, heathen, and differ.
enty coloren, regardlcss of Africarnational and cultural differences and
without help from pseudo-specific nineteenth-century concepts of “race
Aftican “govermment” seemed chaotic and incapable. Africans were “Sav-
25" and ibidinous. And they were not white, or not what passed for
o hite® in a Europe actually overflowing with considerable varieties of skin
color among its péoples, In short, Africans might be human, but Europeans
also perceived them a different, disagreeable, and dispensable, ideal candi-
dater for an enslavement that very quickly became indelibly American.

T turming to slavery so widely after 1680, English and other Buropean
colonists in America joined a slave trade that became the largest forced
human migration in history. Anomalies typified this transformation. Even
atits height slave imports to Britain’s mainland colonies remained a minor
part of the much larger New World slave trade. Ninety-five percent of the
captured Africans brought to the New World between 1700 and 1760 went
to places other than the British mainland colonies: 400,000 arrived in the
Dutch Caribbean, 400,000 in Spanish America, 1,000,000 in the British
Caribbean, 1,000,000 in the French Caribbean, and 1,300,000 in Portuguese
Brazil. By contrast, only about 250,000 captured Africans came to the British

mainland colonies.

‘The dramatic rise in slave imports after 1680 nonetheless held immense
implications for the development of Britain’s eighteenth-century mainland
colonies. Before 1630 English immigrants constituted the single largest group
arriving in the mainland colonies and made up nearly 90 percent of all for-

| eign arrivals in the colonies. But after 1700 and down to the American Revo-
g vals and

B\
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ety hey urvived Jess than fve years. Sometimes they did oot make 1

e ven how pedr in America: eight of the thirty-two slaves John Meroer

Dt in Virginis between 1733 and 1742 died in thei first year of service,

or Sxample. The causes were not dificul to locate: lack of resisiance 0

e e.d American diseascs, unfamiliar foods, poor housing, and de

preston and anomie, which produced sufficent suicides to prompt owhers

P complain about the problem. Unlike inanimate property, Aficans could

and did destroy themselves, a prospect owners feared and resentcd,

The agony contered on slaveholding itself, and after 1680 European
colonists in the mainland settlements constructed a slaveholding of interse
Control and manipulativeness,  distinctly moder institution that laid the
foundation for the even more powerful slaveholding of the postrevolution:
ary antebellum era. Everywhere in the eighteenthcentury mainland
cotonies, Furopean slaveholders produced an increasingly authoritarian in,
Séitution ever more concerned With owners' power, slave discipline, and
what they regarded as African “misbehavior.” Seventeenth-century legisla-

tion was often bricf in the extreme. But after 1680 assemblies from the

Carolinas to New England continuously expanded “slave law” to tighten

owners" control and better control slave behavior. Sometimes this hap-

pened fitfully, as after “incidents” like the 1712 New York City slave revol,
fhe 1739 Stono Rebellion in South Carolina, and the rumor of a slave revoll
in New York City in 1741, Legislators felt that the rapidly growing en-

Slaved population needed taming, as did those who employed slaves. Thus
“when New York revised its slave code in 1731 it prohibited Africans from
owning or possessing guns and also fined owners for letting slaves wande1
alone at night.

“The cighteenth-century colonial slave laws were not uniform. South Car-
olina’s slave laws were more brutal than those of Virginia and Maryland
though all were harsh enough. South Carolina more readily subjectec
Africans to death and specified cutting ankle cords, slitting noses, and “geld
ing” or castration, than did Virginia, although everyone sanctioned the
whip for almost all offenses. Yet from South Carolina to New York anc
Rhode Island, legislation everywhere tightened slaveholding. In the proces:
American colonists made modern American slavery primarily between 168(
and 1770. They did not inheritit. Seventeenth-century mainland colony slav
ery established crucial principles about the ability of one person to own an
other. Eighteenth-century mainland colony slavery created the moder
system of human and onshi devastating and in
delible imprint on

“The increasi
tally. For most cap
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ey whose prandson remembered that Horry “worked many days
e e man atthe Whip saw® i the early 17005, Bt they shared only
otk whith more ofen bred contermpt than affection
Kiowe ressanc brought punishumen, sometimes geuesome, even wher
e o pronibited capriious reteibuion by owners. Whipping occurred
e et amcoften wis aceomplished publcly in ritual-lke settings s an
e toothers. But owners went far beyord whipping without feat of
e tmant,tationallzing thei béhavior with eference to “necessity” and
ity When an Afrcan lot a burle of ice in 1713, the local Angli-
o michr described how a South Carolina planter forced a slave “into 3
Felioh Machine . -« lin] he shape of a Coffin where he could.rot Stcr”
there o amait death by starvation or heat stroke; the slave's child resolved
{heiiat by slipping » knife inside the offin so s father could commit sui-
cide, Seventy years later, Crévecoeur* described a depressingly similar
oot the ol kv scene in Ltiers fom an American Farmer i which
o enslaved African awaited death from wild animals, having been locked
in a cage hanging from a tree. Birds had “already picked out his eyes; ... his
arms had been attacked in several places; . . . the blood slowly dropped and
tinged the ground beneath.” The slave begged for a means for suicide:
“Tanky you, white man; tanky you; puta some poison and give me.” Unlike
the slave’s son seventy years earlier, Crévecoeur walked on. A rationaliza-
tion for the execution came quickly: “Soon [I] reached the house at which
intended to dine. There I heard that the reason for this slave’s being thus
punished was on account of his having killed the overscer of the plantation.
They told me that the laws of self-preservation rendered such executions
necessary.” Little wonder that retribution for slave misdeeds soon produced
its own gruesome material culture—whips, mouthpieces, “iron negro fet-
ters,” and “Negro spurs” that appeared in estate inventories catalogued
alongside farm implements and household goods as tools of the day.
‘The enslavement fashioned by European colonists in Britain’s mainland
colonies devastated traditional culture among captured Africans. Slaves.

came from increasing numbers of African sociefies in the eighteenth century,

“J Hector St John Crévecoeur,
New York. His writings described




image28.jpeg
o the African west coast, an

includi
irican continent as the cer

¢ T, Adhant,and Yoruba societies
Hoer i Ml sl decper e e
oy prgresse. T growing shecaty, compined with Eopean feas 1
H 5. mainland colony slave:

el wadiion s
e onatisnes 1o

oppostion, impeded “ethnic” cultures amon
African diversity meant that slaves shared relativel
and European fears of assertive individual and
Slaveholders to prohibit the expression of cultural ¢
Afrcans they owned. Much of traditional Ibo, Ashant, and Yoruba secule
culture languished in the aftermath even when smaller specific fetturc
ight survive. Too, Ashanti, and Yoruba religious systems likewise faled |
Tehroduce themselves in America. The result was a spiritual and iiogt
e oatis that shattered the breadih of traditional African culture and rel
gion throughout the mainland colonies. Certain discrete rites Perseverts
E acilly thoce that concemed magie, healing, and burial. But Ashant, s
b melgious and cuttoral systems, among ofhers, never survived |
Sy hiotiesi: fachgon, and no New World Ashant, Tbo, or Yoruba ethaicit
blossomed in Britain's mainland eolonies.

e contrast between the African and European experiences could ot
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family life among captured Africans from
Captured Africans traveled to see friends

the Carolinas to New England.
ind uncles, lodged with cousins,

2nd fell in love with acquaintances. When owners beoke the Atameny
s ralegal marriages by selling spouses and children, Africans raveled for

0 see detached spouses.

Sonjugal family and reconstructed family life when capricious dircum:
stances suddenly brought relatives together years later.
Captured Africans slowly forged a public culture in the colonies. This

ulture first centered, perhaps not surprising

gly, on emerging rituals of family

2nd kinship. The rare contemporary watércolor, The Old Plantation, of 2 Tatc.
Sighteenth-century African-American celebration in the Chesapeake .. con-
ey ommunity most obviously in the numerous social groupings-—two

<oUples, a cluster of women, and several g

duced a public African-American culture

oups of men—held together with

2 caring expressed in the joy of the observers, the liveliness of the dancer,
and the pleasure in the music. New Englan
iican population, demonsirated the resilience of this thrust it o pro:

after 1730. A developing folk life

{20k public expression in games (paw paw, a cowrie shell gambling game,

for example), music (esy

pecially fiddle playing, as in the Chesapeake), danc.

ing, public story.telling, and, in New England, African-Ametican eloction
lay celebrations, in which captive Africans elected “kings” and “governors”
for one day, a satire that spoofed both European and captive African preten-
sions yet also symbolized a substantial African-American community.

The advancing realization of community among Africans deepened fear
of rebellion among Europeans in America. The two principal rebellions of
the colonial era, the 1712 New York City revolt and South Carolina’s 1739
Stono Rebellion, never freed captured Africans s their planners hoped. The
New York City rebellion lasted only one evening and the Stono ebellion

African

, terrorized Europeans. They gave or
of Aftican-American community and resolve:
reaistance that ranged from tool breakage, slack work, and running away to
assault against Europeans and even homi

Running away and work resistance,
common form of African resistance to

lives. But the

sustained, persistent labor

icide.
, not revolution, became the most

and also helped o create
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173 Stono Rebellion, planters in South Carolina and elsewhere fomed i
uch episodes were bringing them closer to an even larger confrontanon
esistance, fight, and murder reinforced communty among Afvcans.
Initating resistance required cooperation from friends, whe macie Mo
fiomrer individual culpris diffcult, and from relatives, who hid runaway
Africans who bolted. Resistance took roo in the growing reality of Kinship
ofiong Africans originally from highly diverse cultures, in a growing sencs
of place, and in a knowledge that Africans were the backbon ot burgeon-
ing economy and culture whose achievement they guaranteed but wohos
reward they were denied. Even i the face of retributive Furopeans, cap-
tured Africans had created community under conditions experioaced by no
other immigrants to America
Memories of Africa stood at the center of that community, even if the
expression of community remained frustrated and often unfulfled in Ames.
ica and even'if . . . America helped reshape some African traditions. AL
though difficult to capture, one expression of those memories came from o
ot unlikely source. Sometime in 1752 or 1753, a white Virginia blackemith,

ture in iy,

Annapolis and New York City, Hansford compared Virginia to Rome and
andient Egypt, who “bought and bred up slaves as we do not / and yet ne-
glected (or they knew not how) / Those slaves to manage. Sometimas they
rebelld/ Which cost much sweat and blood ere they were quelld.”
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DOCUMENTS
Slavery in New York City, 1754
ALAW
For Regulating Negroes and Slaves in the Night Time*

Be it ordained by the Mayor, Recorder, Alderman and Assistants of the City
of New York, convened in Common-Council, and it i Herby Ordained by
the Authority of the same, That from hence-forth no Negro, Mulatto or In-
dian Slave, above the Age of Fourtcen Years, do presume to be or appear in
a0y of the Streets of this City, on the South side of the Fresh-Water, in the

“Grammar, sentence structure,
. (Eds)
SOURCE: City of New-York, ss, A
{4731), Archives of Americana

and the use of capitals are as they were in the original
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belonging to the F
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hethenar). That then and s ot e e Serviceheand |
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or them before the ma n B!
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Watch House, there t be confind unilthe s ey o
authorzed, upon Frootof e ifnee 10 st S e r®
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the Mastr, Mistes or Ownesof soch St o o, o o 4l
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the Sum of Four Shillings current Money of New-York, for his, her or thetr
Ppain and Trouble thereg with Ressonsbls Chanpes o roseion
And be i futhes Oedaned by e Aoty ostsTontmpry Save
or Slaves tha shall b epnvicted o e Ot soreat b o
they be discharged out of Custody, shall be Whipped at the Public Whipping-

Post (not exceeding Forty Lashes) if desired by the Master or Owner of Such
Slave or Slaves.

Provided always, and it is the intent hereof, That if two or More Slaves
(ot exceeding the Number of Three) be together in any lawful Employ or
Labour for the Service of their Master or Mistress (and not otherwise) and
only one of them have and carry such Lanthorn with a lighted Candle, the
other Slaves in such Company not carrying a Lanthorn and lighted Candle,
shall not be construed and intended to be within the meaning and Penalty
of this Law, any thing in this Law contained to the contrary hereof in any
wise notwithstanding. Dated at the City-Hall this Two and Twentieth Day
of April, in the fourth year of His Majesty’s Reign, Annog; Domini 1731

By Order of the Common Council

Recollections of the Middle Passage, 1788

‘The men Negroes, on being brought aboard the ship, are immediately fas-
tened together, two and two, by handcufs on their wrists, and by irons rivet-
ted on their legs. They are then sent down between the decks, and placed in

“““Lantern” in today's usage. (Eds)

‘SouRcE: Noel Rac, Witnessing America: The Library of Congress Book o First Accounts of Lfe in
Americ, 1600-1900 (New York: Penguin Books, 199),35-39. Originally published in London,
1788, by Alexander Falconbridge, late surgeon in the African slave trade.
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Chupte 3 The Elavement of Africans in Briai's American Coon

an Spartment partitioned off for that purpose. The women likewise are
Placed in a separate apartment between dicks, but without belng.Ingre
And an adjoining n the same deck, s besides appointed for the boys,

Thus are they all laced in different apartents,
Butat the same time, they are froquently stovwed s0 close, as o admit of

o other posture than lying on ther sdes. Neither will the gt beteen

decks, unless direcly under the grating, permit them the induigence of an

erect posture; especally where there are platforms, which is gencrally the

case. These platforms are a kind of shelf, about eigh or nine fect n breadh,
extending from the side of the ship towards the centre. They are placed
nearly midway between the decks, at the distance of two or three foet from
ach deck. Upon these the Negroes are stowed in the same manner as they
are on the deck underneath,

In esch of the apartments are placed three or four large buckets,of a con-

ical form, being near two feetin diameter at the bottom, and only ane foat at
the top, and in depth about twenty-eight inches; to which, when necessary,
the Negrocs have recourse. It offen happens that those who are placed at a
distance from the buckets, in endeavourin to get to them, tumble over their
companions, in consequence of their being shackled. These accidents, al-
though unavoidable, are productive of continual quarrels,in which some of
them are always braised. In this distressed situation, unable to proceed, and
prevented from getting to the tubs, they desist from the attempt; and, as the
necessities of nature are not to be repelled, ease themselves as they fie. This
becomes a fresh source of broils and disturbances, and tends to render
the condition of the poor captive wretches still more uncomfortable. The
nuisance arising from these circumstances, is not unfrequently increased by
the tubs being much too small for the purpose intended, and their being
usually emptied but once every day.

About eight o'clock in the morning the Negroes are generally brought
upon deck. Their irons being examined, a long chain, which is locked to a
ringbolt, fixed in the deck, is run through the rings of the shackles of the.
men, and then locked to another ring bolt, fixed also in the deck. By this
‘means fity or sixty, and sometimes more, are fastened to one chain, i order
to prevent them from rising, or endeavouring to escape. If the weather proves
favourable, they are permitted to remain in that situation tll four or five in
the aftemoon, when they are disengaged from the chain, and sent down.

The diet of the Negroes, while on board, consists chiefly of horse
beans, boiled to the consistence of a pulp; of boiled yams and rice, and
sometimes a small quantity of beef or pork. The latter are frequently
taken from the provisions laid in for the sailors. They sometimes make
use of a sauce, composed of palm oil, mixed with flour, water, and pep-
per, which the sailors call slabber sauce. Yams are the favourite food of the
Eboe, or Bight Negroes, and rice or com, of those from the Gold and
Windward Coasts.
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of which they feed themselves with aasisedaldotlC LT

and when they are not allowed others, they jens inereule) S50 iose

hands. In favourable weather they are e wpon et mor gy T T
thei oo s gven them below Normberes el bt e b
uring thelr meals; mor especially when they o putupen shor e mns.
1w Pon the Negroes refusing to take sustenance, 1 have seen conl of fr;
glowing hot, put on a shovel, G

 and placed so near their lips, as o scorch and
bum them. And this has been accompanied with threats, of foreing them o

swallow the coals, if they any I
7 iny longer persisted in refusing to eat. These
means have generally had the desired effect. I have also been credibly

informed that a certain captain in the slave trade
ain in poured melted lead on
such of the Negroes as obstinately refused their food.

Exercise being deemed necessary for the preservation of their health,
they are sometimes obliged to dance, when the weather will permit their
coming on deck. If they go about it reluctantly, or do not move with agility,
they are flogged; a person standing by them all the time with a cat-6-nine-
tails in his hand for that purpose. Their music, upon these occasions, con-
sists of a drum, sometimes with only one head; and when that is womn out,
they do not scruple to make use of the bottom of one of the tubs before de-
scribed. The poor wretches are frequently compelled to sing also; but when

they do so, their songs are generally, as may naturally be expected, melan-

choly lamentations of their exile from their native country.
The hardships and inconveniences suffered by the Negroes during the
passage are scarcely to be enumerated or conceived. They are far more vio-
lently affected by the seasickness than the Europeans. It frequently termi-
nates in death, especially among the women. But the exclusion of the fresh
air is among the most intolerable. For the purpose of admitting this needful
refreshment, most of the ships in the slave trade are provided, between the
decks, with five o six air-ports on each side of the ship of about six inches
in length, and four in breadih; in addition to which, some few ships, but ot
one in twenty, have what they denominate wind-sails. But whenever the sea

s rough and the rain heavy, it becomes necessary to shut these, and every
other conveyance by which the air is admitied. The fresh air being thus

excluded, the Negroes’ rooms very soon grow intolerably hot. The confined.

air, rendered novious by the effluvia exhaled from their bodies, and by
being repeatedly breathed, soon produces fever and fluxes, which generally
carries off great numbers of them.

: O:f:.aau, sometimes two-thirds, and even beyond that, have been
known to peri
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Chapter 4

Husbands and Wives, Parents and Children

in Puritan Society

s Robert Feke's 1741 painting Isaac Royal « Fanily reveals, pride in family, status, and
possessions as quite apparent i mid-tb-century New England

n sharp contrast to the privatism and individualism that marked seventeenth-
Icenmlv Virginia, a deep sense of cooperative commitment to building a new
Zion characterized the society established in the Massachusetts Bay Colony.
Nowhere was the notion of communal responsibility more fully developed or
more clearly illustrated than in the Puritan family. As you read the essay “The
Godly Family of Colonial Massachusetts,” by Steven Mintz and Susan Kellogg,
note the innumerable ways in which Puritan family lfe affected and was affected
by the larger social, political, and economic community. How would you com-
pare the role of the family in Massachusetts with that in Virginia during the same
period?

Although few today would find Puritan notions regarding marriage and rela-
tions between the genders appealing, Mintz and Kellogg remind us that these
people were not as of warmth and feeling as the term Puritan often
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implies, AS evidence, the authors refer to sentiments expressed in the poems
that follows the essay presents two of Bradsreets poems. To My Dear and Lov.
ing Husband: and “Sefoe he i of O of e ot oo et cie o
sense of deep and abiding love in a Puritan marriage. The poet's husband, Simon
Bradstreet,served two terms as colonial goveror of Massachusetts (16791656,
1669-1692).
As the essay reveals,the Puritans considered the proper upbringing of chil
dren and the maintenance of a sound moral cimate cardinal family responsibi
ties. They also believed that the state had a vita role to play in ensuring that
fomilis fulfl these obligations. The second document, an act passed by the
colonial Massachusetts legislature, orders parents to educate their children. Such
alegal step was highly unusual in the English-speaking world of the seventeenth
century. Take note of all the items included under the term “good education”
and the penalties imposed on parents who neglected their duties, The legisiation
in the third document describes the kinds of behavior deemed improper and the
kinds of action deemed necessary to safeguard public morality. After reading
these two documents, you should notice tiat the idea of a separation between
church and state was totally absent from Puritan Massachusets
The final document is an excerpt from Eleazer Moody's The School of Good
Manners, a well-known book of eighteenth-century children's iterature. Which of
the forty-two dicta that Moody lsts might today's parents consider valid? Which, if
any, would they likely reject? What conclusions can you draw regarding differ-
‘ences in attitudes toward children’s behavior today and in colonial New England?

ESSAY

The Godly Family of Colonial Massachusetts
Steven Mintz and Susan Kellogg

The roughly twenty thousand Puritan men, women, and children who
sailed to Massachusetts between 1629 and 1640 carried with them ideas
about the family utterly foreign to Americans today. The Puritans never
thought of the family as purely a private unit, rigorously separated from the
surrounding community. To them it was an integral part of the larger politi-
cal and social world; it was “the Mother Hive, out of which both those
swarms of State and Church, issued forth.” Its boundaries were elastic and.

source: Reprinted with permission of The Free Press, a Division of Simon & Schuster
Adult Publisher Group, from Domestic Revolutions: A Social History of American Life, by Stever,
Mintz and Susan Kellogg. Copyright ©1985 by The Free Press. All rights reserved.
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inclusive, and it assumed responsibilties that have since been assigned to

public insitutions.

‘Although most Puritan families were nuclear in structure, a sgnificant
proportion of the population spent part of their ives i ofher families’
homes, serving as apprentices, hircd laborers, or servans. A\ any one time,
as many as a third of all Puritan households fook in servants. Convicts, th
children of the poor, single men and women, and recent immigrants were
compelled by selectmen to live within existing “well Governed families” so
that “disorders may bee prevented and ill weeds nipt"

For the Puritans, family ties and community ties tended to blur, In
many communities, individual family members were related by birth or
marriagie o a large number of their neighbors. In one community, Chatham,
Massachusetts, the town's 155 families bore just thirty-four surnames; and

in Andover, Massachusetts, the descendants of one settler, George Abbott 1,
had by 1750 intermarried into a dozen local families. The small size of the
seventeenth-century communities, combined with high rates of marriage
and remarriage, created kinship networks of astonishing complexity. In-
laws and other distant kin were generally referred to as brothers, sisters,
aunts, uncles, mothers, fathers, and cousins

Today spousal ties are emphasized, and obligations to kin are voluntary

and selective. Three centuries ago the kin group was of great importance to
the social, economic, and political life of the community. Kinship ties played
a critical role in the development of commercial trading networks and the
capitalizing of large-scale investments. In the absence of secure methods of
communication and reliable safeguards against dishonesty, prominent New
England families, such as the Hutchinsons and Winthrops, relied on rela-
tives in England and the West Indies to achieve success in commerce. Part-
nerships among family members also played an important role in the
‘ownership of oceangoing vessels. Among merchant and artisan families, ap-
prenticeships were often given exclusively to their own sons or nephews,
keeping craft skills within the kinship group. ;

Intermarriage was also used to cement local political alliances and eco-
nomic partnerships. Marriages between first cousins o between sets of
brothers and sisters helped to bond elite, politically active and powerful
families together. Among the families of artisans, marriages between a son
and an uncle’s daughter reinforced kinship ties.

In political affairs the importance of the kin group persisted until the
American Revolution. By the carly eighteenth century, small groups of
interrelated families dominated the clerical, economic, military, and
political leadership of New England. In Connecticut and Massachusetts,
the most powerful of these kinship groups was made up of seven interre-

il nown, led regional asso-
the local
Court
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vernor's Council. Following the Revolution, most states adopte

Pt g nepotism, establishing the principle of fotation in' office,

by e ting muttple officeholding, providing for the clection of justices
e peace, and requiring officeholders to reside in the jurisdiction

ey served.

the) ke the contemporary American family, which is distinguished by
s isolation from the world of work and the surrounding society, the Puri-
fan family was deeply embedded in public life. The household—not the
individual—was the fundamental unit of society. The political order was
ot an agglomeration of detached individuals; it was an organic unty com-
posed of families. This was the reason that Puritan households received
only a single vote in town meetings. Customarily it was the father, as head
of the household, who represented his family at the polls. But if he was ab-
sent, his wife assumed his prerogative to vote. The Puritans also took it for
granted that the church was composed of families and ot of isolated indi-
Viduals. Family membership—not an individual's abilities or attainments—
determined a person's position in society. Where one sat in church or in the
local meetinghouse or even one’s rank at Harvard College was determined
not by one’s accomplishments but by one's family identity.

The Puritan family was the main unit of production in the economic
system. Each family member was expected to be economically useful. Older
children were unquestionably economic assets; they worked at family in-
dustries, tended gardens, herded animals, spun wool, and cared for
younger brothers and sisters. Wives not only raised children and cared for
the home but also cut clothes, supervised servants and apprentices, kept
financial accounts, cultivated crops, and marketed surplus goods.

In addition to performing a host of productive functions, the Puritan
family was a primary educational and religious unit. A 1642 Massachusetis.
statute required heads of households to lead their households in prayers
and scriptural readings; to teach their children, servants, and apprentices to
read; and to catechize household members in the principles of religion and
law. The family was also an agency for vocational training, assigned the
duty of instructing servants and apprentices in methods of farming, house-
keeping, and craft skills. And finally the Puritan family was a welfare insti-
tution that carried primary responsibility for the care of orphans, the infirm,

or the elderly.

Given the family’s importance, the Puritans believed that the larger
community had a compelling duty to ensure that families performed their
functions properly. e households
should be i
= e
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provoke God by breaking his aw.” 1 cases 5 shich pesene e o).
1y 10 govern “rude, subborn, and unraly” <hildren, Poritan o otene
ied ocalaulhoriies t remove juveniles from el familic . piabs oo
with some master fo years. . and force them to subrmi sy aobemmsrin
Men who negleced of faile to suppor their wives or childres were it
1o judical penaltis. I instances in which spouscs seriously viclated fuma:
mental duties—such s cases of aclultery, desertion; prolonged. sbeences or
nonsupport—divorces were granted. In cases o formieation owteide marisge,
courts sentenced offenders 0. ine o whipping: for adultry, ffenders seve
punished by fines, whippings, brandings, wearing of the leber 1, and in at
least thrcecases, the degth pemalty
The disciplined Puritan family of the New World was quite different
from the English family ofthe sxteenth and seventeenth conturics that had
been leftbehind. In fac, it represented an effort t re-create an older ideal of
the family that no longer existed in England itself.

English family e in the era of New World colonization was quite un-
stable. Because of high mortality rates, three-generational households con-
taining grandparents, parents, and children tended to be rare. The duration
of marriages tended to be quite brief—half of all marriages were cut short
by the death of a spouse after just seventeen to nineteen years. And the
number of children per marriage was. surprisingly small. Late marriage, a
relatively long interval between births, and high rates of infant and child
mortality meant that just two, three, or four children survived past adoles-
cence. Despite today’s mythical vision of stability and rootedness in the

preindustrial world, mobility was rampant. Most Englishmen could expect
to move from one village to another during their adult lives, and it was rare
for an English family to remain in a single community for as long as fifty
years. Indeed, a significant proportion of the English population was denied
the opportunity to have a family life. Servants, apprentices, and university
lecturers were forbidden from marrying, and mort ethe

disciplined family.
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Metimes. In Andover, Massachusetts, only a quarter of the second-generation

sons actually owned the land they farmed before their fathers died® riey o
e ourth generation in mid-cighteenth-century Andover had shis patiorn
notiecably disappeared. In Plymouth, Massachusetts, and Windsor Con:
necticut, fathers gave land to children on marriage. A

ong Quaker families.
in Pennsylvania, fath;

ers who were unable to locate land for sons in the same
e bought land in nearby communities. In order to replicate their par.
style of life, sons had to wait to inherit property from their fathers. In

most cases ownership and contral of Iand paert s authority of fathers
over their children.

A corollary to the Puritan assumption of patri

to female submission within the home. Even by the
of the time, the roles assigned to women by P
circumscribed. The premise
Pression by the poet Milton: “God’s universal law
Power/Over his female in due awe.” Women were.
Prophesy or question church doctrine,
“modesty” and “delicacy,”

s of her fam-
ily. Her social roles were fs the household,
oamatress, wet nurse, and midwife. Although there was no doubt that she
rae segally subordinate to her husband, she had limited logal rights and
protections.

Puritan doctrine did provide wives with certain
who refused to support or cohabit with their
penalties. Wives, in theory,
of a husband's impotence, c

chy was a commitment
conservative standards
uritan theology were narrowly
guiding Puritan theory was given pointed ex.
gave to man despotic
not permitted to vote or
The ideal woman was a figure of
“ kept ignorant of the financial affa
imited (0 wife, mother, mistress of

safeguards. Husbands
wives were subject to legal
could sue for separation or divorce on grounds

ruelty, abandonment, bigamy, adultery, or fai.
and desertion was

Upon marriage, however,

omr—that & woman's legal identity was. abeoror in her husband

SPouses were nevertheless allowed to estaplict antenuptial or postnuptial

o ents, Permiting a wife 0 retain control gvey Property.
For both Puritan women and men,

led marriage as a sacrament anq
Pt the point bluntly: “They are ohean

ecty” bwomen sort of Blaspheme
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Chapte

4 Husbonds and Wives,

Parents and Chidren in Puritan Sociey

For the Puritans love ,
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Fear, which proceeds from Love.

The actual relations be uritan spouses were more complicated
than religious dogmm, ual 10 find mutual
love and tendemess ; s:In their letters Puritan husbands
and wives frequently ther in terms suggesting profound
Jove for each other, such as “my ood wife . . . my sweet wite: o “my
Tove rorvect Husband. Similarly, the posms of Anne Bradstreet refer to 3
Jove toward her husband that sceny. decPly romantic: “To My Degy guq
Loving Husband /I prize thy love o th ines of gold.” It i
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But 10 try 1o reform thei spouses’ behavior, Some women refused 10
Coior e S, A ot ey ooy P
{an women deserie theis husbands and set up separate residences, despie
i rioks as o of thee dower righs and possble criminal charges of
Shulery or heft. Another ight women were brought to court for refusing
{0 have cenual relations with their husbands over exended. periods
Seventy-six New England women peitiond.for divorce or separai
wsually on grownds of desertion, adhery, o bigamy

Wormes who refused to Obey Puritan njuncions about wily obeds
ence were subjct o harsh punishment. Two hundred seventy-<ight New

England women were brought to court for heaping abuse on thei hus.
basis which was. punishaple by fincs o whippings. Joan Miller of

Taunton, Massachusets, was punished “for beating and reviling et hus-
band and egging her children to healp her, biding, them knock Rim in the

ead,” One st was punished for striking her husband with a pot o cider,
b fox sratching and Kicking her spouse, and 2 thied for insulling het
Tacband by dlaiming e was “no man.” How widespread these deviations
from Puritan deals were, we do not knov.

Wit marviage, a woman assumed a wide range of resporsibiltes and
At A hovisonif she was cxpected to cook, wash, sew, milk, spin, clean.
e Fon. These domestic actvities included brewing beer, chuming but-
B ing it Keeping,chickens,spinning, wool, building fires, baking,
e, chesa, boiling laundry, and sttching shirt, petticoats, and

B ot She participaied i trade—exchanging surplus frit, meat,

cheese o butter for tea, candles, coats, or sheets—and manufacturing—
Salting, pickling, and preserving vegelables fruit, and meat and making
Clothing and soap—in addition to other domestic tasks. As a “deputy hus.
band,- she was responsible for assuming her husbands responsibilities

whenever he was absent from home—when, for example, he was on miitia

duty. Under such circumstances she took on his tasks of planting com or
operating the loom or kecping accounts. As a mistress she was responsible
for training, supervising, feeding, and clothing girls who were placed in her
house as servants.

‘Marriage also brought another equally tangible change to women's
Jives: frequent childbirth. Childlessness within marriage was an extreme
rarity in colonial New England, with just one woman in twelve bearing no
children. Most women could expect to bear at least six children and deliv-
ered children at fairly regular intervals averaging every twenty to thirty
months, often having the last child after the age of forty. The process of
delivery was largely in the hands of women and took place within the
‘Tome. Labor was typically attended by a large number of observers. When

birth in January 1701, at least sixteen

into enco entand
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by breaking the amiotic sac surrounding the infant in the uterus, stcering
the infont through the birth canal, and late removing; the placenta :
Death in childbirth was frequent enough to provoke fear in many
women. It appears that almost one delivery in thirty resulted in the death of
the mother. Amang the complications of pregnancy that could lead to ma
tenal death were protracted labor, unusual presentation of the infant (such
a5 a breech presentation), hemorrhages and convulsions, and infection aft
delivery. The sense of forcboding that was felt s apparent in the words of a
Massachusetts woman, Sarah Stearns, who wrote in her diary, “Perhaps this
is the last time I shall be permitted to join with my carthly friends.”

After childbirth, infants were commonly breast-fed for about a year and
were kept largely under their mother's care. Not until a child reached the
age of two or three is there evidence that fathers took a more active role in
child rearing

Unlike marriages in contemporary England—where a late age of mar-
riage and short life expectancy combined to make the average duration of
marriage quite short—colonial unions tended to be long-lived, even by
modern standards. A detailed study of Gne New England town found that

an average marriage lasted almost twenty-four years. The extended dura-

tion of New England marriages gave such unions a sense of permanence

that contrasted sharply with the transience characteristic of English mar-
riages. In contrast to the pattern found today, however, the death of a
spouse did not usually lead to the creation of households composed of a

widow or widower living alone. Single adults of any age living alone were
Very unusual, and lifelong bachelors and spinsters were a rarity. Remar-
riage after the death of a spouse was commen, particularly among wealthier
men, and even individuals of very advanced ages (into their seventies or
eighties) often remarried. Among those least likely to remarry were wealthy
widows. If these women did remarry, they generally made an antenuptial
agreement allowing them to manage their own property. The remarriage of
a <pouse often led to the rearrangement of families; the fostering out of chil-
dren from an earlier marriage was not uncommon.

The experience of widowhood did give a small number of colonial
women a taste of economic independence. Legally, a widow in seventeenth-
century New England was entitled to at least a third of her husband's
household goods along with income from his real estate until she remarried
or died. Actual control of the house and fields—and even pots and beds—
usually fell to a grown son or executor. But, in a number of cases, widows
inherited land or businesses and continued to operate them on their own,
assuming such jobs as blacksmith, silversmith, tinsmith, beer maker, tavern-
keeper, shoemaker, shipwright, printer, barber, grocer, butcher, and
shopkeeper—occupations and crafts. 2 i men.

Of all the differences that di
from its present-day count
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social experience of children. Three centuries ago, childhood was a much Iess
secure and shorter stage of life than it is today. In recent years it has become
fashionable to complain about the “disappearance of childhood,” but histori-

cal perspective reminds us that—despite high divorce rates—childhood is

more stable than it was during the colonial era. For a child to die during in

fancy was a common occurrence in colonial New England; more deaths oc-

curred among young children than in any other age group. In Plymouth,

Andover, or Ipswich, Massachusetts, a family could anticipate an infant

death rate of one out of ten; in less-healthy towns such as Salem or Boston,

three of every ten children died in infancy. It cannot be emphasized too
strongly that high infant death rates did ot necessarily make parents indif-
ferent toward their young children. Cotton Mather, who lost eight of his fif

teen children before they reached their second birthdays, suggests the depth

of fecling of parents: “We have our children taken from us; the Desire of our
Eyes taken away with a stroke.”

Not only were children more likely to die in infancy or to be orphaned
than today, they were raised quite differently. In certain respects young
children were treated, by our standards, in a casual way. Child rearing was
ot the family’s main function; the care and nurture of children were
subordinate to other family interests. In colonial New England newborn
infants of well to-do families were sometimes “put out” to wet nurses who
were responsible for breast-feeding, freeing mothers to devote their time to
their household duties. As in Europe, new babies were sometimes named
for recently deceased infants. In contrast to Europeans, however, New

Englanders did not wrap infants in tightly confining swaddling dlothes,

ang carelessly supervised children sometimes crawled into fires or fell

into wells,

“The moral upbringing of Puritan children was never treated casually.

The Puritan religion taught that even newborn infants were embodiments
of guilt and sin (traceable to Adam’s transgression in Eden), who, unless
saved by God, were doomed to writhe in Satan's clutches for eternity. This
belief in infant depravity and original sin exerted a powerful influence on
methods of child rearing. In their view the primary task of child rearing was
to break down a child’s sinful will and internalize respect for divinely insti-
tuted authority through weekly catechisms, repeated admonitions, physical
beatings, and intense psychological pressure. “Better whipt, than damned,”
‘was Cotton Mather’s advice to parents.

Although Calvinists could be indulgent with very small children,
among many parents their religious faith led to an insistence that, after the
age of two, any assertion of a child’s will be broken. A Pilgrim pastor elo-
quently defined a parent's responsibility to combat the inherent evil of a
child's nature: “Surely,” he affirmed, “there is in all children
alike) a stubbernes and stor mitidearisice
‘must in the first pl
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education being layd i humilitie

e oA aye and tractablenes other virtues may in

A child's willfulness could be suppressed threa
fere hysicl beatings, exbiion of eppees sl e e S
enomment-—techiniques designed 1o drive out “the old Adam and pre:
o areits of tractablencss and peaceablencss highly valued by Catuiriag,
e Jutitans would strongly have rejected the wentioth-centuay “proge
Shver shild rearing advice that the goal of parents should be tb drave out
their children's innate potentalit
Without a doubt the most striking difference between seventeenth-
century child rearing and practices today was the widespread custom of
sending children to live with another family at the age of fourteen or earlier,
50 that a child would receive the proper discipline its natural parents could
not be expected to administer. Children of all social classes and both sexes
were frequently fostered out for long periods in order to learn a trade, to
work as servants, or 1o attend a school. Since the family was a place of work
and its labor needs and its financial resources often failed to match its size
and composition, servants or apprentices might temporarily be taken in or
children bound out. .

If childhood is defined as a protected state, a carefree period of freedom
from adulthood responsibilites, then a Puritan childhood was quite brief.
Childhood came to an end abruptly around the age of seven when boys
adopted adult clothing (prior to this both boys and girls wore frocks or pet-
ticoats) and were prevented from sleeping any longer with their sisters or
female servants. By their teens most children were largely under the care
and tutelage of adults other than their own parents. They were fostered out
as indentured servants or apprentices or, in rare cases, sent to boarding
schools.

While childhood ended early and abruptly, adulthood did not begin
right away. Around the age of seven, young Puritans entered into a pro-
longed intermediate stage of “semi-dependency” during which they were
expected to begin to assume a variety of productive roles. Young boys wove
garters and suspenders on small looms, weeded flax fields and vegetable
gardens, combed wool and wound spools of thread, and were taught to
be blacksmiths, coopers, cordwainers (shoemakers), tanners, weavers, or
shipwrights. Teenage girls received quite different training from their broth-
crs. They were taught “housewifery” or spinning, carding, sewing, and knit-
ting, Girls customarily helped their mothers or another mistress by hoeing
gardens, spinning flax and cotton, tending orchards, caring for domestic ans.
nals, and by making clothing, Iye, soap, and candles, Like their mofhers,
teenage girls might also assist their fathers i the fields or in a workshop.

For both young men and. economic ind
and establishment of an
For young men, the tran
received a bequest of
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reltively late. The average age of marriage for men was over twenty-five
¥ears,and few women martied befor the sge of bty ¢
For New Englanders, migration across the Atlantic gave the family a
significance and strength it had lacked in the mother country. In the health-
ful environment of New England, family ties grew tighter than they had
ever been in the Old World. The first settlers lived much longer than their
contemporaries in England and were much more likely to live to see their
grandchildren. Marriages lasted far longer than they did in contemporary
England, and infant mortality rates quickly declined to levels far below
those in the old country. Migration to the New World did not weaken pater-
nal authority; it strengthened it by increasing paternal control over land and
property.

Even when individuals did move around in New England, they almost
always migrated as part of a family group. Few sons moved farther than
sixteen miles from their paternal home during their father’s lifetime. Con-
trary o an older view that the New World environment dissolved extended
family ties, it now seems clear that the family in early-seventeenth-century
New England was a more stable, disciplined, and cohesive unit than its
English counterpart in the Old World.

DOCUMENTS
Tiwo Poems, 1678

To My Dear and Loving Husband

1f ever two were one, then surely we;

1f ever man were loved by wife, then thee;
If ever wife was happy in a man,
Compare with me, ye women, if you can.
1 prize thy love more than whole mines of gold,
Or all the riches that the East doth hold.

My love s such that rivers cannot quench,

Nor aught but love from thee give recompense.
Thy love is such I can no way repay;

The heavens reward thee manifold, 1 pray.
Then while welive in love lets so persevere.
That when we live no more we may live ever.
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Before the Birth of One of Her Children

Al things within this fading world have end,
Adversity doth still our oy atiend;
No ties 80 strong, no friends so dear and sweet,
ut with death’s parting blow are sure to meet.

e sentence passed is most irrevocable,
‘A common thing, yet, oh, inevitable.
How soon, my dear, death may my steps attend,
How soon it may be thy lot to lose thy friend,
Weboth are ignorant; yet love bids me
These farewell lines to recommend to thee,
‘That when the knot's untied that made us one
Imay seem thine who in effect am none.
And if I see not half my days that are due,
What nature would God grant to yours and you.
‘The many faults that well you know I have
Let be interred in my oblivion's grave;
If any worth or virtue were in me,
Let that live freshly in thy memory,
And when thou feelest no grief, as I no harms,
Yet love thy dead, who long lay in thine arms;
And when thy loss shall be repaid with gains
Look to my little babes, my dear remains,
And if thou love thyself, or lovedst me,
These oh protect from stepdam’s injury.
And if chance to thine eyes shall bring this verse,
With some sad sighs honor my absent hearse;
And kiss this paper for thy love’s dear sake,
Who with salt tears this last farewell did take.

A Law for “the good education of children,” 1642

Forasmuch as the good education of children is of singular behoof and ben-
efit to any commonwealth, and whereas many parents and masters are too

indulgent and negligent of their duty in that kind:

l!isorda\ad,duiﬂ\ese\echnenofzverymminﬂwsevﬂalpndnds
and quarters where they dwell, shall have a vigilant eye over their brethren
and neighbours, to see, first that none of them shall suffer so much bar-
barism in any of their families, as not to endeavour to teach, by themselves
o others, their children and a ices, so much learning, as may enable
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them perfectly to read the English tongue, and knowledge of the capital
laws:upon penaly of twenty shillings for cach neglct v
— 5‘0‘); r:x“ :Ji :\:I:rl‘m of families do once a week (at the least) catechise
e s ) e and i
sy be snsble o o s much, et th athe st ey procur e il
and apprentices 1 Jear some shot orthodo catechism without book.
that they may be able to answer unto the questions that shall be pro-
pounded to them out of such catechism, by their parents or masters, or any
of the selectmen when they shall call them to a trial. of what they have
learned in that kind. R

And farther that all parents and masters do breed and bring up their
children and apprentices in some honest lawful calling, labour or employ-
ment, either in husbandry or some other trade, profitable for themselves
2nd the commonwealth, if they will not or cannot train them up in learring,
to fit them for higher employments.

And if any of the selectmen, after admonition by them given to such
masters of families, shall find them still negligent of their duty in the partic-
Tlass aforementioned, whercby children and servants become rude. stub-
‘o, and unruly: the said selectmen with the help of two ‘magistrates, or
the next county court for that shire, shall take such children or apprentices
from them, and place them with some masters for years, (boys till they
come 1o twenty-one, and girls eighteen years of age complete) which will
‘more strictly look unto, and force them to submit unto government, accord-
h\gloﬂ\ennksnfﬂmmdﬂ,xfbyiaumemand(nm\u instructions they
will not be drawn unto it. [May 1642}

Monitoring Style and Bebavior in Puritan Massachusetts, 1675

Whereas there is manifest pride openly appearing amongst us in that long
bt ke women's hair, is worn by some men, either their own or others
iy made mto periwigs, and by some women wearing borders of hair, and
their catting, curling, and immodest laying out their hair, which practise
doth prevail and increase, especially among the younger sort

s Court* doth declare against this ll custom as offensive to them, and
divers sober Christians among us, and therefore do hereby exhort and advise

21l persons to use moderation in this respect; and further, do empower all

the Governor and Compary of Massachisetts
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Good Manners for Colonial Children, 1772

When at Home

a w always w u
LG e :ml;c Iways when you come home, and be immediately
2 Be never covered at home, especially before thy parents or strangers
5 Never st in the presence of thy parent without biddin, the' no

stranger be present.

4. If thou passest by thy parents, and any place where thou seest them,
\when either by themselves or with company, bow towards them.

5. If thou art going to speak to thy parents, and see them engaged in
discourse with company, draw back and leave thy business until
afterwards; but if thou must speak, be sure to whisper.

6. Never speak to thy parents without some fitle of respect, viz, Sir,

Madam, &c.

Approach near thy parents at no time without a bow. 4

Dispute not, nor delay to obey thy parents commands.

Go not out of doors without thy parents leave, and return with

time by them limited.

10. Come not into the room where thy parents are with strangers, urless
thou art called, and then decently; and at bidding g0 out; ot if
strangers come in while thou art with them, it is manners, with &
bow to withdraw.

in the

CES

for the Help of Parents it

1 souRcE: Eleazer Moody, The School of Good Manners. Cor
24 4 of oo i, G e Goton: P

| Tewhing Their Chtdren How i i
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Chapter 5

Eighteenth-Century Religion: Progress and Piety

George Whitdield, preacher of the Great Awakening

R:hg\an pervaded the lives of American colonists. Indeed, the New England
olonies, Pennsylvania, and Maryland were established by founders with reli-
gious purposes inmind. I the other colonies, 2s well religion played a central ole.
Eighteenth-century immigration, muuch of it non-English in origin, intensified
and diversified the religious climate. German Mennonites, Dunkers, and Mora:-
vians established settlements in Pennsylvania. Lutherans from Scandinavia and
Germany, by the time of the Revolution, had built some 130 churches throughout
the middle and southern colonies. Scots-Iish settlers brought their Presbyterian.
faith with them as they settled the western regions of Pennsylvania and moved
south along the Appalachian mountain chain. English Baptists established a
strong foothold in Philadelphia and eventually spread throughout the colonies,
gaining particular strength in the South during the latter half of the century.
Alan Taylor's essay from his book American Colonies reviews religious develop-
ments in the American colonies during the seventeenth century, induding religious

74
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motives for emigration, established religion, and the status of religious toleration.
Wit 1s apparent to the reader was the wide diversity in matters religious among.
the several colonies. What are some of the reasons for this? Though not all the

o5 were able to maintain a strong, single established religion, the author

coloni
states that most founders of colonies desired rellgious uniformity. What benefits did

they beliove would accrue from establishment?
'The major focus of the essay is on eighteenth-century religious move-
ments, most notably on the spectacular series of evangelical revivals known as'
the Great Awakening. Starting in the middle colonies in the mid-1730s, the
Great Awakening spread up and down the coast during the following decade.
Revivalist preachers found responsive audiences at firt in the more settled
northern areas, where many had grown weary of the highly intellectual preach
ing of their ministers. In colorful, emotional sermons, the Great Awakening
leaders preached a religion of the heart, emphasizing a personal refationship.
with God and the individual’s responsibility for his or her own salvation. S
grace, they insisted, was available through repentance and rejection
prayer, moral behavior, and, most essential, a spifitual conversion, o
“born again.” .
The legacy of the Great Awakening went beyond religio
beliefs. What evidence does the essay offer that it impacted
intercolonal ties, religious toleration, and the social order? How d
explain Virginia goveror William Gooch's support of liberty.
the one hand and his dread of “freedom of speech” on the other? .
Seventeenth- and eighteenth-century colonial leaders
essential safeguard to an orderly society. Even the baptizing ¢
ered to contribute to that end. Phillis Wheatley was a widely
poet who spent most of her lfe as a slave in Boston. Encou
she converted to Christianity. The first document pr
Death of the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield, 1770 What words
a clue about why slaves were often quite receptive to co
The excitement engendered by the travelin
ing is described in the second document. In it Nathan
rounding the appearance of evangelist George
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Alan Taylor
tury, British colonial America experiencec

3 7% During the mid-eighteenth cen

i a dramatic and sweeping set of religious revivals collectively known at

& ¥ the Great Awakening (or the First Great Awakening) After noting signifi-
tions, we find a dramatic, wi and

¥ & (_cant lags and regional except
creasingly synchronized out

polarized the colonists. The evangel
tional convictions that society misst be stratified and corporate. They

moted a more pluralistic, egalitarian, and voluntaristic social
defending the free flow of itinerant preachers and their ¢
community and denominational lines. The revivalists also
enlarged society: an intercolonial and transatlantic network
tions united by a shared spirituality communicated over
itinerants and print. That imaginati e

the revivals would spread around the globe to initiate C}
‘millennial return to earth.

By no means did all colonists become evangelicals, buf
sufficiently numerous and interconnected to influence the
society. Evangelical revivals also brought Protestant conv
time, to thousands of Indians and enslaved Africans. In
phasis on the individual encounter with the Holy Spirit,
‘marginal found a divine license for their own
Christianity to assert the dignity and the rights of all people.

burst of revival religion that astonished
lical revivalists undermined the t

Establishments
Myth insists that the seventh-century English
persecution into a land of religious freedom.
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ous uniformity. On pain of fines,jail,

ttend, and pay taxes for, one

ablished” church. The establishment varied by colony, depending upon

h of the founders. The Puritan colonies of Plymoth, Massachusetts,

and Connecticut established their Congregational Church. The Dutch Re-

formed Church enjoyed legal primacy in New Netherland. The Church of

and also enjoyed official favor in Virginia, Barbados, Jamaica, and the

‘ard Islands. Because the establishment varied from colony to colony,

so did religious dissent. Where Anglicans held the establishment, Congre-

gationalists ranked among the dissenters, New England reversed that rela-

tionship, putting the Anglicans there in the unusual and uncomfortable
position of championing minority rights.

Between 1660 and 1690, establishments seemed to be waning, reduced

lish conquest of New York. That trend, however, reversed between 1690
and 1720, with the creation of new Anglican establishments in Maryland
(1692), the southern New York counties (1693), South Carolina (1706), and.
North Carolina (1715). The prime movers were ambitious royal governers
and leading colonists who sought favor in England and political advantage
in their colony over non-Anglican rivals. The proponents both exploited
and contributed to the increased colonial integration into a transatiantic
empire. In 1693, Governor Benjamin Fletcher pointedly reminded the New
York assembly, “There are none of you but what are big with the privilege
of Englishmen and Magna Charta, which is your right; and the same law
doth provide for the religion of the church of England.”
Congregationalists sustained an especially impressive establishment in
New England, except for Rhode Island. Thanks to compact setflement by
towns and laws mandating churches, few inhabitants lived more than six
miles from a meetinghouse. And unlike other colonial regions, New Eng-
land had plenty of official clergymen to fill the many pulpits. Most were
graduates of Harvard (founded in 1636) or Yale (1701). Indeed, New Eng-
land struck visitors as the most conspicuously devout and religiously
'homaogeneous region in British North America. The New English towns en-
forced a Sabbath that restricted activity to the home and church, imposing
arrests and fines on people who worked, played, or traveled on Sunday.

An English visitor found the New England Sabbath “the strictest kept that
ever I saw.”
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‘also imposed a growing tension between the incli-
rishioners. As an established church dependent
on taxation, the church needed to be inclusive to justify town support and
al moral instruction and supervision. As an establi
church in the world, Congregationalism also accepted and reflected social in=
equalitics, arranging the pews in the meetinghouse to reflect the local hiera
chy of family wealth and status. On the other X’;A;d, that is i
hierarchy contradicted the traditional Puritan goal of a “gathered
limited to the “visible saints"* by éxcluding the unworthy, regardless
worldly status. During the later seventeenth century, the P 1
promised by adopting a two-tier system of membership:
baptized and full for those who proceeded on to spiritual
communion. Because that tenuous compromise dissatisfied both the
and the pragmatists, New England Congregationalism sat on a fz
would shake the establishment during the Great Awakening of the
Beyond New England, establishments were far weaker becau
ministers were so few. The Anglican and Dutch Reformed
manded expensive ministries by relatively prestigious and
who rarely left the comforts of England or the Netherlands for the instabi
hardships, and uncertainties of the early colonies. In addition, beyond
gregational New England, the colonists were slow to found the ¢
needed to train ministers. Not until 1693 did Anglicans found the College
William and Mary in Virginia, and it remained small, weak, and under-
funded. Because an Anglican minister required ordination by a bishop and
the colonies had o bishops, aspiring pastors faced the considerable expense
and trouble -of a transatlantic voyage for ordination in London. Conse-
quently, the limited supply of Anglican pastors lagged behind the growing.
population and frontier expansion. In 1724, Virginia had 120,000 inhabitants
but only twenty-eight Anglican pastors, Farther south the Anglican situation-
was even worse. In 1729, North Carolina had twelve Anglican parishes
1o resident ministers. :

“In Puritan society, a visible saint was one whose deeds and obedience to
were attibuted to having received faith and consequently salvation from God. (Eds)
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Access to religious services was also difficult because the sprawling,
pattern of settiement stretched sotithern parishes, often beyendh one e
dred square miles compared wilh an average of twenty :vw n gl
he horrendous state of southern roads and bridges compounde
it of distance, ot discouroging irvel by Iinisers and aitendance
by parshioners. Studded with roots, stumps, and rocks, the roads wee
{ traps in summer and mud pits the rest of the year. Ice and sleet hin-
assage in winter; a torrid sun and voracious mosquitoes afflicted
summer. Periodic Indian wars added deadly dangers to the
discomforts
In Maryland and Virginia, the establishment proved a mixed blessing
for Anglican :l&rgymm,gwho depended financially upon vestries domi-
nated by great planters. Anglican pastors complained of chronic meddling,
disrespectful treatment, and insufficient pay from contemptuous vestry-
men. In 1747 in Virginia, the Reverend William Kay preached a sermon
against pride, which Colonel Landon Carter, a great planter, took person-
ally. When Carter complained, Kay worsened matters by replying
was glad he applied it, for it was against eVeryone that was proud.” C:
dominated the parish vestry, which promptly ousted the pastor and
up his church. As Kay so unpleasantly learned, an establishment ten
increase the power of colonial eltes over the church rather than
of the church over the colonists.
In the middle colonies, ethnic and religious diversity
church establishment and obliged every denomination to rely o
attendance and contributions. Unparalleled in Europe or any ofher:
region, the competition shocked orthodox ministers, who wished tha
own denomination commanded a majority and enjoyed an est
With characteristic hyperbole, an Anglican minister denounced the
colonies as a “soul destroying whirlpool of apostasy.” In fact, despite
greater difficulties of supporting churches in the region, the d
colonists established more than their share. By 1750 the middle colonies
tained one congregation for every 470 colonists, compared with one per 600
in New England and one per 1,050 in the south. The denser network of mid-
dle colony churches reflected the ethnic and cultural diversity and their
sivalries. Almost every denominational cluster of settlers sought its own
local church to preserve its distinct identity. ¢ S
In the middle colonies, prosperous farmers and artisans took the lead
as governing elders who organized, funded, and supervised the local con-
gregations. Lacking a sufficient supply of ministers, the elders annually
hired devout schoolteachers to preach. During the 1730s and 1740s, hoy
ever, educated ministers began to arrive in significant numbers from
fand and Germany. They found that the leading colonial laymen
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o tonalits composed. the largest single denomintiEERREHIES
Bunches, almost all in New England. The Anglicans ranked second, su.
it 500 parishes, primarily in the South, followed by the QUKEERER
g ingn and the Presbyterians with about 160 churches, BISEIEE
middle colonies. They competed with Baptists (100), Lutherans (95), Dutc |
aformed (78), and German Reformed (51), all principally Bascd SRS
iddle colonies. Although overwhelmingly a Protestant society,

colonies also hosted a few Catholic churches (especially. i
;, New York City, and Charles

well as Jewish synagogues in Newport; a
In a land of dispersed farms and plantations, church SERVICSS.

hunger for social gatherings and for information from the wider 3
Church buildings also provided a forum for reading government proci
tions, posting new laws, and holding elections to the asser

1750, most books published in the colonies (or imported from’
religious tracts and sermons. Accepting and reflecting the i
colonial socicty, every denomination included all social ranks but re
lay leadership as vestrymen, deacons, and elders for the
‘most prestigious men within each congregation.

Despite the impressive extensive growth in religion, many
complained that only a declining minority of adults qualified for
church membership and communion. The decline was especially cot
spicuous among Congregational men, who increasingly remained onl
halfway members. In most churches, full membership required a
applicant to describe his spiritual experiences—a process that dismaye |
growing numbers of men, who preferred to keep their emotions privat
Female full membership did not decline, because women remained mol :
at ease discussing their spiritual feelings. By 1740, in most Congreg:
tional churches, the female full members exceeded men by more tha
two to one.

Despite the decline in full church membership, church attendanc
remained high, even in the rural south, the least “churched” region in &
colonies. In 1724, Anglican ministers in Maryland, Virginia, and South Ca

olina reported that about 60 percent of the adults in their counties regular]
attended Anglican services, although only 15 percent took communios
Many in the remaining 40 percent must have attended rival Presbyteriar

region developed a
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Chapter 5. Eighteenth Century Religion: Progress and Piety

Baptist, and Quaker churches, suggesting that at least two-thirds of the
baptism. Contray to the teschings of their ministers, the common People
egarded baptism as possessed of a magical power o fend off sickness an

{0 invite God's saving grace. On the ather hand, full membership stagnated
because laypeople regarded communion more fearfully, from a conviction

at God cursed hasty people who took it before they had been truly con
e o Tareatt, an Anglican, reported that most Virginic

e ey
e commanion ~a: dangerous inga it
o vty men and deacons blked ot fll membershp becauas of seuptss

Tous doubts about their own spiritual readiness. :
In addition to the many denominational divisions, colonial churches were:

developing an intemal rift between evangelicals and rationalists. Evangelical

clergy discounted formal, ceremonial, and sacramental worship in favor of cul=

tivating a spontaneous, direct, and individual religious experience, which they

called “experimental religion.” Noting the dwindling full membership, evan-

gelicals complained that worship had lostits former intensity, declining into

empty formalism or utter indifference. They blamed the growing influence of

Christian rationalism, especially among the colonial elite, including most Angli-

can and some Congregational, Presbyterian, and Dutch Reformed clerg

Favoring critical and empirical inquiry, the rationalists slighted th

ditional foundations of Christian faith: scriptural revelation and .
experience. The rationalists instead found guidance in the science

depicted nature as the orderly and predictable operation of .

and discernible “laws,” such as Isaac Newton's explication of gravity. Chri
rationalism held that God created the natural universe and thereafter never
interfered with its laws. God seemed less terrifying as learned people rein-
terpreted epidemics, earthquakes, and thunderbolts as “natural” rather than
as direct interventions of divine anger. The Reverend Andrew Eliot, a New
England Congregationalist, explained, “There is nothing in Christianity that
is contrary to reason. God never did, He never can, authorize a religion
opposite to it, because this would be to contradict himself.”

The rationalists rejected the supernatural mysteries and overt emotion=
alism of evangelical worship. John Tillotson, the archbishop of Canterbury,
argued that God asked “nothing but what is easy to be understood, and as.
easy to be practiced by an honest and willing mind.” But the rationalists
contradicted themselves by urging parishioners passively to accept instruc-
tion by a learned clergy who alone knew best. The Reverend Jonathan
Mayhew, a Congregationalist, explained, “Those of the lower class can go
buta little way with their inquiries into the moral constitution of the world.”

Discarding the Calvinist notion of an arbitrary and punishing God, the.
rationalists worshiped a benign, predictable, forgiving, and consistent deity
who rewarded good behavior with salvation, but who expected common
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ol emphascs became manifestin the revivi

jonal and Presbyterian
elical traditions that nurtured periodie “revivals”
o i forvor and new members. For example, the Congregational Pafstiis
S Rorthampton in Massachusetts experienced six distinct revivals during
fhe sty yeur pastorate of the Reverend Solomon Stoddard: in 1679, 1665,
1696, 1712, 1718, and 1727, with intervening lulls. Unpredictable, irregularly
spaced, and of varying intensity, the Northampton revivals did ot

in timing and velocity with their_counterparts in other towns.
because Stoddard was an especiaily vigorous, evangelical, and,
preacher, Northampton experienced larger and more frequent sevi
did communities with less zealous ministers.

Revivals emphasized the emotional process of conversion
sinners into saints who warranted eternal salvation. Commitied (0.2 ¢
theology, the colonial evangelicals rejected the rationalists’
one could eam salvation by behaving well. On the contrary, the evangs
sisted that God's grace alone could save and that he bestowed that
free and arbitrary gift only upon some of those who accepted their
helplessness to save themselves. Yet the revivalists subily-
Calvinism by exhorting listeners to seek out evangelical preachi efo
their conduct, as i such actions would help draw down God's saving grace.

To stimulate revivals, energetic ministers preached “soul-searching’”
sermons meant to shock their listeners into recognizing their i i
and eternal sentence in hell. But the evangelicals balanced their images |
terror with equally vivid depictions of eternal joy in heaven. These “awak-
ening” sermons primarily appealed to the emotions, especially fear and
hope, rather than to reason. A master of this style, Stoddard taught his .
grandson and successor the Reverend Jonathan Edwards, who explained,
“Our people do not so much need to have their heads stored, as to have
their hearts touched.” A witness described hearing Edwards preach “a most
‘awakening sermon, and before sermon was done there was a great moaning.
and crying through the whole house—What shall I do to be saved—oh, I am
going to Hell—oh, what shall I do for Christ, etc., etc., 50 that the minister
was obliged to desist—the shrieks and cries were piercing and amazing.”
Evangelical preaching provoked conversion experiences that pulled a

seeker through despair to an ecstatic experience of divine grace. In the first

Revivals
During the early eighteenth century, most Congregati
congregations had evang
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’..,.mng' without God. then fell into a profound sense of despair, doubting
e ot Ged, e L . Theoe who compleied the proess uli
e mately surrendered to God and felt an exhilarating and liberating infusion.
i Spialas e
r

he power of God came down. My knees smote together.

e e 3w Siing v o el 1 tholught th fage

sl Siood on gave way and I was just a going, but then I began to resign

2t as ] resigned, my distress began to go off till 1 was perfectly easy,
It seemleld as i 1 had @ new soul & body both.

arish
ring quict,and calm.
i i y i New Birth as 50 sudden
arly Like Heaton, some evangelicals described their New Birth as so st
ide and complete that they could identify the day and hour. Others experienced,
2 more gradual and traditional ripening, over several weeks or months.
jangerous business that

The cultivation of despair, however, was a di
imperiled the lives of the melancholy. Some seekers broke through

od,
| New Birth, while others fell back into their worldly ways, but a few:

ed | trapped in despair and sought to escape through suicide. Unable to:

st | assurance in life, they sought immediately to face God and know

2 i tence. Such suicides dissipated the enthusiasm that sustained a |

+ | bringing the zeal and the conversions to a halt.

e 1 Congregational and Presbyterian revivals remained
r episodic until the 1730s and early 1740s, when they began to

escalate as evangelical ministers cooperated over long distance as ne
fore. The escalation of local into intercolonial revivalism began in ¢

tan Valley of eastern New Jersey. Led by Theodore Frelinghuysen, a D
Reformed minister, and the Presbyterian brothers Gilbert and John Tenn
and William Tennent, Jr, the Raritan evangelical crossed

lines to cooperate in the face of opposition from more conservative my
ters in their own churches.

In animated letters, Gilbert Tennent reported their success to his
gregational correspondents in New England, which inspired en
especially by Jonathan Edwards. In turn, his success encouraged other min
isters and devout laypeople throughout the Connecticut Valley, affecting
mmymommwxnamummm
nized set of revivals in colonial experience, the Connecticut Valley revivals

anything
 halt

—

seemed a miraculous outpouring of divine grace rather than :
wrought by humans. In mid-1735, however, the revivals ground
after the shocking suicide of Joseph Hawley, Northampton's

chant and an undie to Jonathan Edwards. Longing for, but despairing
salvation, Hawley cut his throat. ol .
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Colonial Beginnings: Aspirations, Obstacles,
and Opportunities

Atrading post at St. Mary's, Maryland, c. 1610,

he colonial history of what today is the United States began in the early

seventeenth Centuiy With the planting of setfements along e ewsien
seaboard. Atmost all the early colomists were English; together, they suffered
the Rardships of the ocean voyage and the dangers and vicissitudes of frontier
life. While their motives for leaving home varied, as did the kinds of colonial

Society they established, most viewed America as a land of opportunity.In the
essay “The Rise of Daniel CTocker,” Lok Carr presents an example of one
| ar ik

who truly “made it” From
pelihy/ Ui
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O eaders of A Failhful Narraive included Gearge WhIE
m-m],ja ;\f’n‘,: ‘Anglican minister who developed an evangelical style :’
it e domunant rationalism of the Church of England. Inspised
o i Tcwards, in 1739 Whitefield developed an inniovalive career 85 %
{ieless ftinerant, fouring England and Wales, seeking out the pooeSiEH
Jaboring people usually ignored by Anglicans. Drawing immense CoWGES
1o large for churches and consisting of people uncomfortable i M—‘d

Whitefild preached conversion to thousands in the streets, Belds,

parks, provoking outbursts of emotion. A charismatic pe

Whitefield directly engaged his audience by

Although short, slight, and cross-eyed, Whitefield compelled

his fluid and dramatic movements and by a magnificent voice that

modulated like a fine instrument. The contrast between tef

insignificant appearance and commanding performance encouraged d

impression that God inspired his preaching. A masterful promoter, Wh

field also exploited the marketing techniques of a commercial Socie
employing advance men, handbills, and newspaper notices to build
celebrity and audience expectation.

Edwards’s words had crossed the Atlantic into London print to §
‘Whitefield. In turn, London newsprint passed in ships to the colonies to
convey vivid accounts of Whitefield's sensational impact in England. News
of his immense crowds in London assured Whitefield of an eager audience:
in the colonies, for the colonists paid cultural deference to the great metrop-
olis as the arbiter of all fashions. The more they read, the more the colonists
longed to hear and see Whilefield preach.

In 1739, Whitefield crossed the Atlantic to tour the colonies, ostensibly
o raise funds for an orphanage in Georgia but fundamentally to export
his form of evangelical theater to new audiences. His American tour
reflected the transatlantic integration of the British empire into an increas-
ingly common market of goods and ideas. Whitefield exploited the prolif-
eration of shipping and newspapers, the improved network of roads, and:

the greater density of settlement, which promised larger crowds, N

in the northern colonies. During his 1739-41 tour from Maine to Georgia,
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unprecedented crowds
armer, Nathan Cole, recalled:

When 1

And my hearing him preach, gave me a
blessing: my old Foundation was broken up.

Whitefield's farewell sermon in Boston drew about twenty
than the seaport’s population, a5 hundreds of country people

see the great evangelist.
In addition to drawing unprecedented crowds and making a :

tional impression, Whitefield stirred controversy by blaming =
‘ministers for neglecting their duty to seck, experience, and preach &
sion. He charged, “The generality of preachers talk of an unknown and.
felt Christ. The reason why congregations have been dead is, because they had dea
mien preaching to them.” Such rebukes divided the ministry, inspiring some tc
adopt Whitefield's spontancous, impassioned, evangelical style whilehard:
ening others in opposition.

In early 1741, Whitefield retumned to England, leaving his American
admirers and critics to cope with the upheaval he had expanded. Evangelic
ministers worked to sustain Whitefield's sensational impact by
many local revivals, collectively called a Great Awakening. In
in 174142 the local churches added an average of sixty-six new membe
compared with just sixteen biennially during the preceding decade. The
evangelicals hoped that the revivals would expand exponentially and, ir
Edwards's words, “make New England a kind of heaven upon earth.”
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& people were “crying and wringing their hands,
people were
and bewailing their Frolicking and Dancing.~ During the early 1740s, the re-
Tivals temporarily corrected the skew in Cangregational Church membes=
<hip toward women and the elderly by drawing men and young peopleinto

the fold.

To highlight the universal and indiscriminate power of God, the re-
ivalists emphasized the dramatic conversions of obscure, Comman peoples
the more marginal and previously sinful the better. In his Faithfil Narratice,
Jonathan Edwards set the pattern by featuring the emotional conversions of

2 four-year-old girl and a dying young w ordinarily litde
noticed or heeded. The revivals offered a stage for otherwise obscure peaple.
0 claim attention and even authority as channels for God's will and resipi=
ents of his saving grace. .
Itinerating evangelicals generated increasing controversy. At White-
fields special request, the Reverend Gilbert Tennent left New Jersey to tour.
New England during the winter of 174041, Partisan and confrontational,
Tennent became celebrated among evangelicals and detested by their: :
for his 1740 sermon The Danger of an Uncorverted Ministry. I this evangeli-
cal manifesto, Tennent charged that rationalists lacked the evangelical expe-
rience with Christ that was a prerequisite for truly Christian preaching.
Doomed to hell, the rationalist ministers covertly menaced souls by offering.
a dull and easy religion that distracted congregants from the hard, emo-
tional work of seeking the New Birth: “They have not the orHon-
esty, to thrust the Nail of Terror into sleeping Souls” Tennent urged
parishioners to desert such ministers who preached only a “dead” formal-
ism and who opposed the revivals.
Tennent, however, was tame compared with the Reverend
enport. Caught up in the fervor, Day i
erate myncmmdhmmbu\kdmbm
pu{gns, Davenport gathered crowds in fields and streets to denounce their
resident ministers as “unconverted hypocrites” and “the devil incarnate.”
D'mnexnzmmm.dmdagmmsosmmmmm
arrest, trial, and verdicts of insanity from colonial courts. He culminated his
itinerant career in March l7umNewhmdm,Cum=m‘cm.byMa
throng around a bonfire to bum fashionable clothes and impious books,
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New Birth, 6 . audiences by testifying vociferously o thei!

Many exhorters claimed continuing communica:

‘and premonitions. Such cer=

their
“experimental religion
o with God in the form of trances, visions, s
{ainty. inspired common people to defy any minister of magisteate wi

ently burned

across the
and ordained mini:
d enough to orthodox critics.

rvatives, some women
exhort d, they felt obliged to defy |
Biblical injunctions by the apostie Paul against female speaking in chux
By claiming utter submission to God's command, and by speak

words rather than their own, inspired women claimed a freedom f
Social restraints placed on their gender. These women followed the

dent set by the Quakers, who had long recognized God's.

female preachers, known as Public Friends.
During_the 17405 in western Massachusetts an

Bathsheba Kingsley, defied her husband, stole a horse, and
to town, preaching her “immediate revelations from heaven.
tables, Kingsley rebuked men, including ministers, who con
stop. When her husband resorted to “hard words and blow
and publicly prayed that he “might go quick to hell.” i
of the revival, Jonathan Edwards denounced Kingsley as
Woman” who should “keep chiefly at home.”

Sarah Haggar Osborne, a schoolteacher in Newport,
felt too inspired to remain publicly silent. During the 1740s,

evening prayer meetings for younger women, a practice that
lical sanction. Later, during the mid-1760s, when another revival

Newport, Osborne expanded her de facto ministry to hundreds of
boys and girls, men and women, slave and free. Defying her own 1
Osborne refused “to shut up my mouth and doors and creep into

rity.” In evangelical preaching, she found an exhilarating new avenue

Ppublic expression and influence.

opposed their preaching.
To the special horror of religious conse:

inspired by God's direct comman

Old Lights and New Lights
Whitefield's controversial tour and its divisive aftermath manifested the lz

rupture between rationalists and evangelicals. At the same time, the revivals
evangeli-

promoted greater cooperation, across denominational lines, between.
cals in different churches. Whitefield (Anglican), MWﬂhd?kn'mm
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Among the clergy, the split was partly generational. Most Old Light minis=
ters were older men, well established in their careers and set in their ways:
They felt rattled by the ambitious zeal of New Light ‘ministers, who were
usually younger and quicker to embrace “new measures.” Among the Pres-
byterian clergy, the generational split divided older men trained s
universities from the younger ministers educated in America, usually
evangelical academy run by, Gilbert Tennent’s father, the Reverend William
Tennent, at Neshaminy, Pennsylvania. 2
The Old Lights defended the traditional form of leamed sermons:.
fully written in advance and designed to persuade with precedents:
son. By contrast, the New Lights preached emotionally and s
to channel their immediate sense of the Holy Spirit and to shock and
their listeners. Such unstructured preaching appalled the Old Lights
of Words, but very confused and inconsistent.” Counterattacking, Johr
Henry Goetschius (Dutch Reformed) charged the Old Lights with
‘impos{ing] on many people, against their will, their old, rotten, and stink-
ing routine religion.” e
Used to a dispassionate style of worship, the Old Lights despised the
emotional and physical outbursts evoked by the revivals: weeping, crying
out, twitching, and falling down during worship. Jonathan Edwards con-
ceded that the conversions of the early 17405 were louder and more emo-
tional than anything he had seen before: “It was a very frequent hing to
see an house full of outcries, faintings, convulsions, and such like, both
with distress, and also with admiration and joy.” The Old Lights called the
outbursts “enthusiasm,” then a pejorative term that meant human mad-
mess, at best, or Satan’s manipulation, at worst. The Reverend Ezra Stiles
commented that “multitudes were seriously, soberly and solemnly out of

their wits.”
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; g i “atove al hates rules and good order, or baunds and lims
" Where the New Lights championed the uninhibited and disruptive flow
of divine grace by inspired itinerants,the OId Lights regarded Christianity as

& stable faith that needed barricades against intrusive innovations.

and

itinerants were

itinezant evangelist

Radicals
In addition to the fundamental divide between New and Old Lights,

evangelicals became subdivided into moderates and radicals. Both }
commitment to “experimental religion,” but they differed over the
cations for church and state institutions. Cherishing some measure
ity and security, the Congregational moderates clung to their estak
and its system of territorial parishes, which the radicals assailed as

to the free flow of divine grace. The moderates asserted that church

tions necessarily belonged, in part, to this world and had to o -
to its inequalities in wealth, status, and learning. The radicals, however,

imagined otherworldly churches that brought heaven to earth during wor-
ship, temporarily dissolving the significance of all social distinctions.

The moderates embraced almost all of the professional dlergy who
supported the revivals, including Frelinghuysen, Muhlenberg, Whitefield, Ed-
wards, and the Tennents. They favored evangelical preaching and conver-
sions, but they also meant to preserve their own authority and privileges as
educated and ordained ministers. In encouraging revivals, the moderates
certainly had not bargained on unleashing poorly educated exhorters who
urged parishioners to secede and found their own radical churches. The mod-

erates felt caught between the Old Lights, who utterly rejected the revivals,
and the radicals, who went too far. The moderates defended the revivals as the
authentic work of God, but regretted the most emotional oufbursts and censo-
;‘em se_u—x;'sgh&zussﬁs as unfortunate but incidental side effects. To vindicate
revival ight denunciati moderates felt compelled
denounce the radicals. e e 5 2
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another, everyone should choose how to f -
A madical preacher insisted, “The common people claim as good [a] right
o judge and act for themselves in matters of religion as civil rulers or the
learned clergy.” :
Free choice had radical implications for a colonial society that de-
manded a social hierarchy in which husbands commanded wives, fathers

dictated to sons, masters owned servants and slaves, and
¢ claimed deference from common people. Although evangelicals
; respect for all claims to service and deference in the secular world, they

| argued that no worldly authority could legitimately obstruct
choice. Citing her husband’s opposition, Relief Hooper, a ‘
woman, tried to excuse her long absence from her Baptist church,
her evangelical brothers and sisters replied, “When husbands' commands.
interferfe]s with Christ’s authority, we ought to obey God rather than
man
By distinguishing between worldly and spiritual duties, the
cals claimed to present no threat to the social order. But in an unequal soci-
ety that interwove religious and social authority, the radical effort to
separate the two alarmed men of prestige and property. Any elevation of
individualism threatened elites, who felt that their authority depended
upon the power to constrain the religious choices of their dependents.
_ Although the radicals invoked free choice to justify separations and
itinerants, they were far from consistent in celebrating individualism. In
summoning converts to desert their parish churches, the radicals urged
them to defy all restaining bonds of family, neighborhood, and soci:
ety. Then, however, the evangelicals formed their own, more i
communities. The radical evangelicals considered themselves a spiritual
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e low status o exhert
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The radical evangelicals sought to irclud

le every person in conversion,
and status, but they worked to exclude from

regardless of gender, ra
church membership anyone
Impatien,the adicals demands
the ouster. of all church members, wi e
o sadical preacher exhorted, “O that the precious Seed HighS
Seesonved and seperaed from all gross Mixturest” Of course, the sadiesl
attempts to distinguish and separate insulted and ouﬁrzg‘zdi’hﬂm ministers
and parishioners found wanting by the self-righteous. smih reason,
the Old Lights and the moderate evangelicals worried that M&
drive for purity would shatter the religious unity and establishment of Con=
regational New England. i . o
B Vhen most Congregational churches balked at immediately adophing.
the higher standards of internal purity, the local radicals bolted to.
their own “Separate” congregations or to join their fellow travelers. a
tists. A leading Separate announced his refusal ‘to Sit under the'
Deceiving performances of unconverted ministers.” Sometimes the
seceded from staunch Old Light ministers and c i
posed to the revivals. More often, the radicals deserted
moderate New Lights who preached conversion but clung to the
principles of the establishment. R
The Separates and Baptists took seriously the spiritual equality
awakened people (and their spiritual superiority to all unconverted h
ocrites). The radicals ordained their own preachers: poorly educated but
charismatic laypeople. They worshiped in open fields, private homes,
and barns: settings that reinforced their break from the traditional prac-
tice of arranging church pews in a hierarchy of family status that re-
flected the earthly inequalities of the local community. The radicals
suspended social distinctions during worship, mixing together as poor
and prosperous; Indian, white, and black; men and women. The radicals
even tended to include converted women in the government of their
churches. Women helped to choose ministers, to accept or reject potential
d to debate and decide con-

members, to administer church discipline, an
troversial practices and ideas. The radicals even encouraged women to
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organized in a single county—Hanover—under
D ayer assisted by occasional Presbyterian itinerants from the middle
B 1748 the Hanover dissenters obtained a resident Prespyliah
O rten, Samuel Davies, who had studied at the evangelical seminey 3

Penneylvania conducted by William Tennent, Gilbert's father. :
e nourage itinerants, the Anglican-dominated government of Vie:
pia required, and then denied, special licenses. Governor William Gooch
inced the itinerants for seeking “not liberty of c
< apeech.” His distinction was important and revealing. Gooch and other
nce” as the passive persistence of long-

elitists accepted “liberty of conscie

Sianding depominational loyalties, but they dreaded “freedom of speech for

inviting people to rethink their allegiances, which seemed likely to disrupt =

social harmony. By this reasoning, Presbyterian preachers should limit

preaching to their traditional constituencies in Scots and Scotch-Trish

Iments, rather than roam into other parishes to recruit Anglican defectors.
An educated man with good manners, Samuel Davies evoked far less|

ility than did the poorly educated Baptist preachers from New

began to itinerate in North Carolina and Virginia during the mid-1750s.

g
denou

cepting a low standard of living and working as farmers and tradesme:
ot preaching, the Baptist elders needed only small contributions from

audiences, who rarely could afford to give much. Consequently, the B

could more rapidly and cheaply expand their ministry, especially on the fron-
e, than could the more orthodox denominations that depended upon a lim:
Bt gl cCepetvm i e s

In ts, the preachers recruited followers by tapping into

independent local prayer groups of devout seekers. Hung:;ym p.sd::;

the unaffiliated seckers welcomed and hosted a variety of itinerant preachers.
touring the settlements. Although numerous, such pious “independents”
have been underestimated in standard religious histories, naturally drawn
by better documentation to the institutionalized denominations. Although
certain that they were not Anglicans, the pious independents rarely knew
what they were until impressed by the Bapist itinerants. Despite their late
Isf;rtm Virginia, the Baptists grew rapidly from only seven congregations in

69 to fifty-four by 1774, embracing at least a tenth of white Virginians.
Used to reading character from external appearances, the Virginia
Anglicans regarded the Baptists as somber and melancholy people, for they "
wore dark and plain clothing, cut their hair short, and wove their faith info
every conversation. But their external sobriety and austerity covered a more
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Within litle more than a generation after the founding of the three
colonies discussed in this chapter,time and circumstances would do muchte
modify their original character. The Virgnia colonists ultimatey reaized that
their dreams of getting rich quickly would notfind flfiment; evontual, the
expansion of agriculture furthered the development of a more stable-but
nonetheless prosperous—society. Massachusetts also represented a success
story, though not the kind John Winthrop envisioned. By the end of the sev-
enteenth century,profitsfrom agriculture,fhing, and commerce had moved
the eastern half of the colony beyond wilderness status and diverted its citi-
zens' attention from the mission of creating a new Zion. Although the Puritan
spirit would long continue to influence the Massachusetts population. its
‘dominance was broken. Unhappily, Maryland at the end of the eighteenth
century presents a less positive example of change. ts minority Cathlic pop
ultion, which hdiniallyfound saf haven i the colony. afered e
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& drew them together while drawing them away gentry.
B i wpon comverts o desert their Anglican churches,the
threatened a foundation of Virginia society: the expectation that
a parish would worship together in the established church
the county gentry. Baptists also discouraged the public am:
had long demonstrated the gentry’s leadership as the finest.
owners of the best racehorses and gamecocks. Landon
plained that the Baptists were “quite destroying pleasure in
they encourage ardent Prayer; strong & constant faith, & an intire
ment of Gaming, Dancing, & Sabbath-Day Diversions.” The wit
common evangelicals from public diversions and Anglican
itly rebuked the gentry and parsons for leading worldly lives..

Anglican pastors and gentlemen defended the tre a

that secular authority depended upon a religious establishment.
enforcing the laws against itineracy, Anglican magistrates
jailed dozens of unlicensed preachers. Far from avoiding or
frontation, the Baptists welcomed opportunities to endure pes
spicuously for their faith. In 1771 a county sheriff and a posse of gentry
0 break up a Baptist meeting by pulling the preacher, John Waller, from the
stage to inflict twenty lashes with a horsewhip. In Waller's words, the con
gregation gathered around the whipping to sing psalms “so that he Could
Scarcely feel the Stripes.” Released, Waller “Went Back singing prai
God, mounted the Stage & preached with a Great Deal of Li
evangelicals, to preach with “Liberty” meant to channel the Holy Spirit
spontaneously. Astonished and ashamed, the posse rode away discredited.
By enduring, Waller turned his whi ing into a Baptist victory that im-
pressed onlookers and made the case for toleration. . ..

Helicute in the highly competitive and gentry

preachers, To break down

Legacies
Revivals were too emotionally demanding to last. As northen revivalism
receded after 1743, the moderate evangelicals and most Old Light dlergy
fegretted. their animosites, which had weakened public respect for
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DOCUMENTS
O the Death of the Reo. Mr. George Whitefield, 1770

Hail, happy saint, orythine jimmortal throne,
Possessed of glory, life, and bliss unknown;

We hear no more the music of thy tongue,

Thy wonted auditories cease to throng

Thy sermons in unequaled accents flowed,

And every bosom with devotion glowed;

‘Thou didst in strains of

Inflame the heart, and captivate the mind.

He freely offered to the numerous throng,

That on his lips with listening pleasure hung.
Take Him, ye wretched, for your only good,
Take Him my dear Americans, he said;

Ye thirsty, come to this life-giving stream,

Ye preachers, take Him for your joyful theme;
Take Him my dear Americans, he said,

Be your complaints on His kind bosom laid:
Take Him, ye Africans, He longs for you,
Impartial Savior is His title due:

Washed in the foundation of redeeming blood,
Ymﬂuubemamkm@,mpﬁmmm,
Yetlet us view him in the eternal skies,

Let every heart to this bright vision rise,
While the tomb safe retains its sacred trust,
Till life divine re-animates his dust.

SOURCE: Phillis Wheatley, Poems on Various Subj : .
mwwwmmwm.ﬂwm';m“‘)_mﬂmanﬂmm
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clock there came a messenger and said Mr. Whitefield preached at
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ten of the clock. [ was in my field at work. 1 dropped my tool that
hand and ran home to my wife, telling her to make ready

and hear Mr. Whitefield preach at Middletown, then ran to my.
horse with all my might, fearing that 1 should be too late.

1with my wife soon mounted the horse and went forward

the horse could bear; and when my horse got much out of

| get down and put my wife on the saddle and bid her ride as

and not stop or slack for me except 1 bade her, and 5o T

T was much out of breath and then mount my horse again,

times to favour my horse. We improved every moment

 as if we were fleeing for our lives, all the while fearing we

0 late to hear the sermon, for we had twelve miles to ride double

than an hour and we went round by the upper housen parish.
 came within about half a mile or a mile of the road that comes.
ford, Wethersfield, and Stepney to Middletown, on high

me a cloud of fog arising, I first thought it came from the

as I came nearer the road I heard a noise of horses’ feet com-

o LRl
1 of horses and their riders, scarcely a horse more than his leng
 another, all of a lather and

foam with sweat, their breath rolling out

; 10 see the sight, how the world was in a struggle. I found a vacancy
. between two horses to slip in mine and my wife said “Law, our clofhes will
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o o the meeting house. I tumed.
aw the ferry boats running swift
ward and forward bringing over loads of people, and the oars rowed nim
and quick. Everything, men, horses, and boats seemed to be struggling
life. The land and banks over the river looked black with peaple and!
all slong he 12 mis 1 save o marat ok it s field ut all o
gone. When I saw Mr. Whitefield come upon the scaffold, he 1o
angelical; a young, slim, slender youth, before some thousands-
with bold undaunted countenance. And my hearing how God
everywhere as he came along, it solemnized my mind and
trembling fear before he began to preach; for he looked as if
with authority from the Great God, and a sweet solemn s
his brow, and my hearing him preach gave me a heart
blessing, my old foundation was broken up, and 1 saw’

would not save me.

“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” 17

The God that holds you over the pit of hell, much as one holds
some loathsome insect over the fire, abhors you, and. is dreadfully p
‘voked. His wrath towards you burms like fire; he looks upon you as worthy
Of nothing else but to be cast into the fire. He is of purer eyes than o beay
youin his sight; you are ten thousand times as abominable in his eyes a5 the

most hateful, venomous serpent is in ours.
You have offended him infinitely more than ever a stubborn rebel did
hisprince, and yetitis nothing but hi hand that holds you from falling into
ribed to nothing else that you did not go

the fire every moment. It is to be ascs |
{o helllast night; that you were suffered to awake again in this world, after

SOURCE: Jonathan Edwards, Works (1840), 210-11.
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